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Sunday Worship at 11:00 AM 

Wednesday Night Church School, 

Youth, & Adult Program 

6:00 PM to 7:15 PM 

Office Hours are Monday through Friday 

9:30 Am to 12:30 PM 

 WORSHIP NEWS 

 Don’t forget that Daylight Savings Time ends on 
Sunday November 7th.  Fall Congregation meeting 
will take place on November 14th. 

November 21st is Remembrance Sunday when we 
honor friends and family members who have passed 
on during the past year.  Notify the office of anyone 
we need to remember. 
 
 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 
HAPPENINGS 

Presbyterian Women met on October 14th, 
with Barb Perry and Carol Dayrider acting 
as hostesses.  Cards for Wendi Dayrider 

and Helen Elliot were signed.  The main topic of 
discussion was the Luncheon/Bazaar and whether or 
not we should go ahead with it.  There was some 
discussion about having it November 12th.  The 
women are still meeting every Wednesday from 
9:00 AM to 11:00 AM to work on crafts for the ba-
zaar.  We discussed whether or not we should have 
a Christmas dinner.  After some discussion, it was 
decided that we will have a Christmas dinner on 
Thursday, December 9th at 2:00 PM.  We will check 
and see if the Branding Iron would be able to ac-
commodate us at that time.  Carol Dayrider will try 
and find some sort of game that we would be able to 
play.  The next meeting will be held November 11th 
at 10:30 AM with Esther Finlayson and Arlene 
Newmiller as hostesses.  

DEACONS 

Monday, November 29th at 1:00 PM, the Dea-
cons will meet in the Fellowship Hall to make 
homemade Christmas cards, which will be distrib-
uted during the Advent Season to our congrega-
tion’s homebound and those residing at Extended 
Care, Beehive Home and Horizon Lodge. 

Anyone interested in joining the Deacons in this 
project and time of fellowship is welcome to partic-
ipate. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
 

The deadline for December’s newsletter is 
Wednesday, November 24th 

If you have any articles or information you would 
like to submit, please send them either by email to 
conpres@3rivers.net or mail to:  

First Presbyterian Church 
123 4th Ave SW 
Conrad, MT  59425 

mailto:conpres@3rivers.net


 
 
 

 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

It’s very good to have restarted our discipleship programs for the year.  I 
appreciate having children, youth, and adults again in the building on 
Wednesday evenings; though, I must admit that my experience of that in 
Conrad is still rather limited.  We’ve had 21 total adults in our adult Alpha 
Course program, and you are still very welcome to join if you haven’t taken the opportunity.  Again, dinner 
starts at 6pm, and the video and discussion start at 6:30. 

Our numbers for our children and youth programs have been lower, and this was expected — at least in part — 
as we restarted from the pandemic.  Should you be a parent of a child or youth, I want to empower you.  You 
are — as the church has demonstrated from the time of ancient Israel — the primary Christian disciplers/
teachers of your children.  The church can’t possibly offer anything equivalent to a parent’s modeling of the 
faith to their children, daily devotional Bible reading time as a family and as individuals, nor engagement in 
the faith through our weeks.  In fact, the calling is no different than that contained in Deuteronomy 6:6-7 
(NRSV), “Keep these words that I am commanding you today in your heart.  Recite them to your children and 
talk about them when you are at home and when you are away, when you lie down and when you rise.”  We 
may not often. Studies have shown over the last couple decades that children learn more and trust more from 
their parents than any other source (though, this might not always seem obvious in how they interact with their 
parents).  Further, the greatest predictor of whether a youth will become a life-long follower of Jesus is wheth-
er they see their parents worshiping in church regularly. 

Some of my sermons have addressed engaging others with the faith, and I think the example of Paul in Athens 
is a good starting point.  I invite you to read Acts 17:16-34 before continuing to read here. 

Paul arrived in Athens and was “deeply distressed” because the city was full of idols.  We may not have stat-
ues to which people bow in Conrad, but we do have things people place before God.  This includes our work, 
our education, our bank accounts, our prestige and honor, our belongings, our other beliefs, and many other 
things.  It appeared that Paul had walked the city extensively and observed.  He honored that with which he 
agreed.  He found them an extremely religious people and told them this.  He saw a way to connect to the mes-
sage of Jesus through an altar with the inscription “to an unknown god.”  With this, he could tell them of this 
God they did not know — the God that is greater than all things.  After his speech, some scoffed, others want-
ed to hear more later, but some joined him and became believers. 

I offer that our job is little different.  Too often, evangelism is started by talking, but it’s more effective in lis-
tening.  Get to know the city; get to know the individual.  Look for that entry that might connect to the gospel.  
If they are grieving, what message does Jesus offer them?  If they are distressed, what message does Jesus of-
fer?  Are they worried about world events or individual survival?  What can Jesus offer them?  What can the 
church offer them? 

This requires as well that we be in our own individual devotion that we might know God’s promises, com-
mands, and benefits.  As one of our speakers suggested in a conference I attended recently, we need to know 
Jesus before we can share Jesus with others.  What person goes excitedly to introduce a friend to someone 
they’ve never met nor gotten to know? 

There are a multitude of people in Conrad and the surrounding area who don’t know Jesus.  Do you now 
Jesus?  Are you ready to introduce him to others?  The Alpha Course will help you know Jesus, but it is not a 
substitute for the regular devotion of time to reading scripture that God commands us. 

Grace and peace,  

FROM THE PASTOR 



NOVEMBER LAY READERS 
 

Nov. 7 Kim Cooney 

Nov. 14 Bryan Seavey 

Nov. 17  Volunteer 

Nov. 21 Jane Arends 

Nov. 28 David Arends 

DEACON’S LIST 
 

Nov. 7 Della & Elsie 

Nov. 14 Jeanne & Bonnie 

Nov. 17 Volunteers 

Nov. 21 Dale & Amy 

Nov. 28 Karla & Carol 

 

CHURCH SCHOOL UPDATE 

Our Church School evenings have started to gain some traction.  Our numbers remain low, and 
I hope that if you know of any children who would love to join our group, you would invite 
them to join us.  We continue to take part in the evening meal provided in the Fellowship Hall, 
after which we excuse ourselves and go upstairs to participate in our classroom activi-
ties.  There are snacks available for those young people who did not eat much for sup-

per.  Our next big undertaking will be to plan for our Annual Christmas Celebration.  If you have 
any ideas for what you would like to see, please feel free to contact Carol Dayider at 406-279-
3759.  I would like the program to be extra-special for our congregation. 

Please plan to attend the  

Thanksgiving Service 

Wednesday, November 17th 

Dinner at 6:00 PM 

Church Service 6:30 to 7:30 PM  

 

PW BAZAAR SCHEDULED 

At a special meeting on Sunday, October 24th, the Presbyterian Women decided to go 
ahead with their Bazaar.  The event will be held on Friday, November 12th from 11:00 AM to 
2:00 PM and 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM.  If anyone brings food items to sell, please have them 
plated and wrapped.  We will continue to fine tune plans for the Bazaar during crafting time 
on Wednesday mornings.  Everyone is welcome to join us, and to assist in the planning for 
this special event. 



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF CONRAD 

Session Highlights - October 2021 

1. Pastor Smothers reported his study leave and 
the conference he attended both went well.   

2. Pastor Smothers is pleased at the number of 
individuals that are attending the Wednesday 
Night Adult Program and welcomes any new 
individuals to attend.   

3. Greg Kellogg has met another discovery re-
quest from our lawyers in regards to the 
Glacier Camp lawsuit. 

The Church Finances:  

September 2021: 

Operating Income: $ 8,467 

Operating Expenses:  $ 11,818 

Balance: $ -3,351 

Year-to-Date Balance: $ 798 

The Finance Committee reports: 

1. The 2022 Budget was approved. 

2. The Committee is organizing the Stewardship 
Campaign that will be mailed out the first 
part of November to all members and friends 
of the church. 

3. Terry Utterback has agreed to fill the vacancy 
on the Finance Committee. 

The Property Committee reports: 

1. On Monday, Oct 25th the Committee worked 
with Bain Plumbing getting the boilers going 
again. 

2. The Committee confirmed the Tree Amigos, 
weather permitting, will trim the two spruce 
trees in the front of the church the first part of 
November. 

The Worship Committee reports: 

1. Communion was served on Sunday, Oct 3rd & 
17th and will be served on Nov 7th and 21st. 

2. The decision for the choir to return to a regular 
practice schedule and singing in worship is 
postpone until the November Session meeting. 

3. Upcoming Church Events: 

a. October 31st – Reformation Sunday  

b. November 17th – Thanksgiving Service  

c. November 21st – Remembrance Service  

d. November 28th – First Sunday of Advent 

The next Session meeting will be Monday, No-

vember 15th, 2021 @ 7:00 PM. 

 

NOVEMBER CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

 According to our by-laws, First Presbyterian Church will hold its November congregational meeting 
immediately after worship on November 14th for the purpose of electing church officers.  The nominating 
committee of the congregation has proposed the following candidates for election: 

Elders 
Phyllis Hammermeister (3 year term) 
Phil Springer (3 year term) 

Deacons 
Jeanne Stordahl (2 year term) 
Karen Burditt (3 year term) 
DJ Burditt (3 year term) 

Congregational Representative to Memorial 
Subcommittee 
Martha Orcutt (3 year term) 

Horizon Lodge Board Representatives 
Jack Baringer (1 year term) 
Phil Springer (1 year term) 



   November 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1:00 PM 
PNC 
Meeting 

3 
 

 
 
 
 

6:00 PM 
Church School, 
Youth & Adult 
Group 

4 5 6 

7  Worship 11:00 AM 
24th Sunday after 
Pentecost 
Communion 

8 
 

11:30 AM 
Worship 
Committee 
 

2:00 PM 
Deacons’ 
Meeting 

9 
 

1:00 PM 
PNC 
Meeting 

10 
 

9:00 AM 
PW Bazaar 
Workshop 
 

6:00 PM 
Church School, 
Youth & Adult 
Group 

11 
 
10:30 AM 
PW Meeting 

12 
 

11:00 AM to 
6:00 PM  
PW Bazaar 
& Luncheon 

13 

14  Worship 11:00 AM 
25th Sunday after 
Pentecost 

15 
 

7:00 PM 
Session 

16 
 

9:30 AM 
Finance 
Meeting 
 

1:00 PM 
PNC 
Meeting 

17 
 

Thanksgiving 
Service 
 
6:00 PM 
Dinner 
 
6:30—7:30 PM 
Church Service 

18 19 20 

21  Worship 11:00 AM 
Christ the King/Reign 
of Christ 
Communion 

22 23 
 

1:00 PM 
PNC 
Meeting 

24 25 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OFFICE 
CLOSED 

26 27 

28  Worship 11:00 AM 
1st Sunday of Advent 

29 
 

1:00 PM 
Deacons’ 
Workshop 

30 
 

1:00 PM 
PNC 
Meeting 
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November Birthdays 

1 Casey Buechler  

  Wendi Dayrider  

3 Julie Wood 

4  Amy Zimbelman    

  Velda Cowie  

 Gary Klette 

8 Cordell Wittmier  

9 Rob Lettenga  

11 Al Vandenbos   

  Sydell Yeager  

14  Allison Harris  

15  Richard Warwick   

18  Carol Jones   

  Sharon Eisenberg Oien 

19  Terri Vandenbos 

20  Ryan Orcutt 

22 Ray Moritz   

 David Brown   

 Eddie Jones 

23 Arlene Newmiller 

 Amber Keil 

25 Thanksgiving Day 

29 Maggie Springer 

 Corleen Norman 

 Tanner Orcutt 

November 
Anniversaries 

18 Karli & Luke Redd 

21 Wally & Arlene McHenry 

24 Greg & Della Kellogg 

25 Dale & Patricia Keil 

27  Phil & Molly Springer 

28 David & Sharon Oien 


