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ONLINE GIVING 
 

First Presbyterian Church has 
just finished setting up online 
giving through the Presbyter ian 
Foundation and their partner 
Vanco.  You can setup a one-time 
gift or ongoing gifts weekly, 
monthly, quarterly, or annually 
using your checking or savings account or credit/
debit card.  Do note that a 2% fee is assessed be-
fore the church receives your gift.  Details are 
available on the website, or you can use your 
smartphone to scan the QR code (two-
dimensional barcode) near this message. 

 
 

ANOTHER WAY YOU CAN HELP 
SUPPORT OUR CHURCH 

 

 For those of you wishing to pay your per 
capita in 2021, the amount is $62.00. This is an 
increase of $10.00 over last year. The increase 
is for expenses incurred to Glacier Presbytery 
for legal and insurance costs due to the collapse 
of deck at the Glacier Camp a few years ago, 
and a decrease in active membership in the con-
gregations of Glacier Presbytery.  

Per Capita is the way our congregation is 
assessed for denominational support, which fur-
thers the mission of the whole church, regional 
and national.  It is called “Per Capita” because 
our fair share of support is determined by the 
number of active members in our congregation.  
We thank you for your willingness to make your 
giving to our congregation go farther by includ-
ing a gift to cover the per capita for each mem-
ber in your household. 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME 
 

Our Spring Daylight Savings Time change 
is on Sunday, March 14th.  Don’t forget to set 
your clocks forward an hour on Saturday 
night. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MARCH LAY READERS 
 

March 7 Charlene Utterback 

March 14 Terry Utterback 

March 21 Amy Zimbelman 

March 28 Susan Emrick 
 
 

DEACON’S LIST 
 

March 7 Jeanne & Bonnie 

March 14 Dale & Amy 

March 21 Karla & Carol 

March 28 Barb & Della 

April 1 Volunteers 

April 2 Volunteers 

Sunday Worship at 11:00 AM 

Wednesday Evening Prayer at 6:30 PM 

Office Hours are Monday through Friday 

9:30 Am to 12:30 PM 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Friends, 
 
I shared with you last month that our Wednesday 

Evening Prayer group is learning ten different prayer 
practices over ten weeks through the book Kneeling 
with Giants written by Rev. Dr. Gary Hansen, a semi-
nary professor of mine. 

One of God’s standards for prayer is found in 1 
Thessalonians 5:16-18:  “Rejoice always, pray with-
out ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this 
is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”  This can 
seem like a daunting, even an impossible task at first 
glance.  We must earn a living, seek food and shelter, 
find time to sleep and meet other necessities even if 
we choose to live a very simple life. 

I often describe this call as living a life of prayer.  
Living a life of prayer does not necessarily mean we 
kneel down and are in focused talking to God at every 
moment of our lives.  Christian prayer in its basic def-
inition is conversation with God.  If prayer is without 
ceasing it is a state of being.  We remember that God 
is present wherever we go as if we might walk around 
life with a friend or a spouse.  We might not be talk-
ing at every moment, but we are experiencing life to-
gether.  Conversations can have pauses — can have 
silent periods.  They, also, include periods of listening 
— maybe even with a third-party speaking.  With 
God, it means that we live life according to his will in 
every moment of our week as he walks beside us.  
When we see or hear of tragedy, we turn to God in 
that instant and pray that God would provide care to 
those who suffer.  When a friend rejoices, we might 
say a few quick words to Jesus walking with us silent-
ly thanking him for that friend’s experience and ask-
ing they would be blessed with more. 

The business of this world and our day can make 
this difficult with distractions at every moment.  Oth-
ers walk by us on the street, our phones issue frequent 
notifications, advertisements display on billboards and 
on every screen around us.  To remember Jesus pre-
sent, we need to have intentional time away from that 
noise and be able to focus away when it is present. 

 

In his book, Dr. Hansen shares the story 
of a Russian peasant on a spiritual quest in 
the 1800s.  He wanted to learn to “pray 
without ceasing” as Paul had written.  He 
eventually came upon an old monk, who 
told him to pray the Jesus prayer.  This is a 
very simple prayer repeated tens, hundreds, 
even thousands of times in one sitting:  
“Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on 
me.”  Some will add at the end “a sinner.”  I’ve used 
this prayer in my own prayer life at times.  The elder 
told him to recite it a number of times and increased 
the number each time the peasant would complete it.  
Eventually, the peasant was praying the prayer 12,000 
times a day, and he would find himself praying it in his 
sleep — awaking to find himself forming the words 
when he awoke.  His life had become a life of prayer.  
This practice has roots in the Eastern Orthodox tradi-
tion and sometimes uses a prayer rope or chotki to 
track the number of times the prayer is recited — ropes 
might have a hundred or even thousands of knots. 

Others might use the Daily Office as we have in 
Wednesday Evening Prayer and available through the 
denomination’s Daily Prayer App.  This provides up to 
four liturgies, readings, and prayers throughout the 
day.  It creates a rhythm for your day and sets all your 
other activities within this rhythm.  This prayer prac-
tice becomes the rhythm or scaffold — even the core 
— of your daily activities. 

Still others might pray the Lord’s Prayer multiple 
times throughout the day — one that most of us proba-
bly know by memory — and the example for prayer 
Jesus gave his disciples.  You could even expand the 
prayer by elaborating on each petition before moving 
on to the next petition. 

Dr. Hansen shares ten practices and notes that dif-
ferent people find different practices life-giving.  Most 
of us have only experienced one or two forms of pray-
er.  We might have found they are not life-giving, but I 
do believe through further exploration you can find 
one that is.  I invite you on that journey during Lent 
with us on Wednesdays or on your own.  May it devel-
op into a practice that brings life through all your days! 

Grace and peace,  

FROM THE PASTOR 



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

On Sunday, February 21st the Christian Education 
Committee presented Bibles to two 
third graders, Colette Bucklin and 
Hunter Orcutt.  After the worship ser-
vice, the annual Taco-In-A-Bag sale 
was held, with accommodations for 
social distancing.  People were asked to wait curbside 
for their orders, and the Church School and Logos 
students delivered the bags to their cars. Thank you 
to everyone who helped in any way with the Taco-In-
A-Bag.  A free-will offering was taken and we raised 
approximately $500.00 with the proceeds being used 
to replace the flooring in the Education building.  We 
appreciate the generosity of everyone who came. 

Plans are in the works to have Glacier Camp 
staff visit the church, to talk about the camp.  
Tentatively that is scheduled for March 21st.  
Tim Lanham and Joe Dayrider will be here 
from the camp.  If you have never been to 

Glacier Camp for a session, you have a real treat in 
store.  Our church sent four campers last summer and 
they had a great time.  Scholarships are available 
from the church and through the camp for those who 
may need assistance with the camp fees.  If you are 
interested, plan to attend church on this Sunday. 

There are also plans in the works for a 
“Spring Festival” to be held Palm Sun-
day weekend.  There will be an Easter 
egg hunt, art activities, story time and 
snacks.  Social distancing protocol will 
be in place, and the children will be asked to wear 
masks.  There will be more information sent to the 
children when specifics have been finalized. 

Should it be wise considering the number of peo-
ple vaccinated and the number of cases in our county, 
we will once again be preparing the Palm Sunday 
Brunch on March 28th following the church service.  
Watch for more information as the time gets closer.  
Parents, we need your help if we are able to proceed 
with this.  We will need help preparing the brunch 
Sunday morning so please come if you can or send 
your child.  Clean-up help is always needed too.  
Please volunteer and then join us for brunch.  Brunch 
will be a free will offering.  Everyone is welcome! 

Hopefully, next year we will be able to gather to-
gether again for fellowship and to 
learn about the love that Christ has 
for us.  Until then, God Bless you 
all. 

Christian Education Committee 

 
 
 
 

LENTEN LUNCHES 
 

Due to COVID-19, our congregation will be 
hosting a separate Lenten Luncheon program for 
members and friends of First Presbyterian 
Church.  We will hold sessions on Thursdays 
including February 25th and March 4th, 11th, 18th, 

and 25th at 11:45 AM.  We will meet 
in the sanctuary for mid-day prayer 
and a short message.  Meals will be 
provided to go as you leave.  There 
will, also, be signups for providing 
food and leading messages, and we 
invite you to be a part.  We do hope 

that the ecumenical program will return next 
year. 
 
 
 

PROPERTY COMMITTEE 
 

There are now Maintenance Work Request 
Forms in the office.  These forms can be filled out 
detailing any maintenance work that any-
one happens to notice to help the 
Property Committee in addressing 
things sooner.  Minor items my be 
able to be completed by the commit-
tee immediately.  However, please 
understand that certain requests may 
require Session approval and/or budget 
authorization. 
 
 
 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
 

The deadline for April’s newsletter is Tuesday, 
March 23rd. 

If you have any articles or information you 
would like to submit, please send them either by 
email to conpres@3rivers.net or mail to:  

First Presbyterian Church 
123 4th Ave SW 
Conrad, MT  59425 

mailto:conpres@3rivers.net


 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

OF CONRAD 

Session Highlights - February 2021 

1. Pastor Smothers reported we are continu-
ing to offer both in-person and online 
worship.  The number of viewers on the 
YouTube viewer sites were 12 on Jan. 3rd, 
12 on Jan. 10th, 5 on Jan. 17th, 10 on Jan. 
24th and 11 on Jan. 31st.  He reminded us 
these numbers are approximate. 

2. Ash Wednesday services will be held 
Wednesday, February 17th at 7:30 PM. 

3. The first Lenten Luncheon will be Thurs-
day, Feb. 25th.  They will be held in our 
sanctuary with social distancing and 
masks required.  A sack lunch will be 
provided upon exiting the church. 

4. Lance Hitchcock, infant son of Jeremy 
and Tavie Hitchcock will be baptized on 
Sunday, February 28th.  

5. During the Lent season the Wednesday 
Evening Prayer group will begin a pro-
gram of prayer practices using the book 
Kneeling with Giants.  Anyone wishing to 
join the program is asked to contact Pas-
tor Andy.  

The Church Finances:  

January 2021: 

Operating Income: $ 12,400 

Operating Expenses:  $ 11,691 

Balance: $ 709 

Year-to-Date Balance: $ 13,463 

 

 

 
The Finance Committee reports: 

1. The Committee reminds members that an-
other way of supporting our church is to 
pay their 2021 per capita in the amount of 
$62.00. 

2. The Committee is pleased to report that 
the On-Line Giving option associated with 
our website has been set up and ready for 
individuals, local and those living out of 
the Conrad area, to submit their donations 
to the church quickly and easily on-line.  

The Property Committee reports: 

1. The Committee reported the emergency 
shut off switch has been installed just out-
side the boiler room door. 

2. The Committee has been busy fixing and 
repairing several miscellaneous items 
around the church.  

The Christian Education Committee reports: 

1. Bible Sunday has been scheduled for 
Sunday, February 21st with two third 
graders receiving Bibles.  In keeping with 
the annual tradition of Taco Salads in a 
Bag served after the Bible Sunday service 
we are making them COVID safe by 
serving them To-Go Curbside on Mary-
land Street and in the church parking lot. 

The Worship Committee reports: 

1. Communion will be served Sunday, Febru-
ary 21st and March 7th. 

The Pastor Nominating Committee reports: 

1. They have made some updates and addi-
tions to the church’s Ministry Information 
Form. 

The next Session meeting will be Monday, 
March 15th, 2021 at 7:00 PM.  







         March 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1 2 3 

 

6:30 PM 
Evening 
Prayer 

4 
 

11:45 AM 
Lenten 
Luncheon 

5 6 

7  Worship 11:00 AM 
3rd Sunday in Lent 
Communion 

8 
 

2:00 PM 
Deacons’ 
Meeting 

9 
 

1:00 PM 
PNC 
Meeting 

10 
 

6:30 PM 
Evening 
Prayer 

11 
 

11:45 AM 
Lenten 
Luncheon 
 

12 13 

14  Worship 11:00 AM 
4th Sunday in Lent 

15 
 

7:00 PM 
Session 

16 
 

 

17 
 

6:30 PM 
Evening 
Prayer 

18 
 

11:45 AM 
Lenten 
Luncheon 

19 20 

21  Worship 11:00 AM 
5th Sunday in Lent 
Communion 

22 23 
 

1:00 PM 
PNC 
Meeting 

24 
 

6:30 PM 
Evening 
Prayer 

25 
 

11:45 AM 
Lenten 
Luncheon 

26 27 

28  Worship 11:00 AM 
Palm/Passion Sunday 

29 30 31 
 

6:30 PM 
Evening 
Prayer 
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March Birthdays 

4 Kale Martin 

 Jody Habets 

8 Marlene Hill 

12 Alan Finlayson 

13 Marge Jones 

17 ST. PATRICK’S DAY 

 Irva Jean Schultz 

21 Tyler Bucklin 

 Douglas Moritz 

22 Juanita Prewett 

27 Mary DiBiase 

 David Elings 

28 Karli (Martin) Redd 

31 Ralph Fuson 

 

March Anniversaries  

3 Dana & Marie Ahmed 

27 Mark & Maureen Orcutt 

Was your birthday or anniversary not on the church list?  Please contact the office, so your information can be 

inserted in future Newsletters!   


